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SUBJECT: PALESTINIAN PRESENCE IN LEBANON 

1 . YOUR REPORTING ON THIS SUBJECT IS MOST WELCOME. 

2. AS WE CONSIDER THIS ASPECT OF LEBANESE SITUATION IN 
CONTEXT OF AREA SOLUTION, IT BECOMES MATTER OF SOME INTEREST 
TO HAVE AS ACCURATE AN ESTIMATE OF SIZE OF PALESTINIAN 
PRESENCE IN LEBANON AS POSSIBLE. ESTIMATE OF 600,000, 

USED BY SARKIS AND LEBANESE FRONT, SEEMS INFLATED TO US BUT 
ACQUIRES A DEGREE OF RESPECTABILITY THROUGH REPETITION. 

WE TEND TO CONCUR WITH YOUR GUESSTIMATE OF ABOUT 400,000 
TOTAL. OF THIS TOTAL, WE CARRY ABOUT 199,000 AS REGISTERED 
WITH UNRWA, OF WHOM 102,000 LIVE IN CAMPS. 

3. WE WOULD WELCOME ANY MORE LIGHT YOU CAN SHED ON NUMBERS 
PROBLEM, RECOGNIZING DIFFICULTIES OF PRECISION. WE KNOW 
THERE WAS SOME INFLUX AFTER 1967 AND, PARTICULARLY, FOLLOW- 
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ING EVENTS OF 1970-71 IN JORDAN. IN ADDITION, ARMED ELE- 
MENTS REINFORCED PALESTINIAN PRESENCE DURING CIVIL STRIFE 
OF 1975-76. THERE NO WAY, HOWEVER, WE CAN ACCOUNT FOR 
APPROXIMATELY 150 TO 200,000 DISCREPANCY BETWEEN GOL FIGURES 
AND OUR OWN BEST ESTIMATES, AND WE WOULD LIKE TO EITHER 
CLARIFY HIGHER FIGURE OR LAY IT TO REST. VANCE 
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